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DECD COMMISSIONER SMITH TO OUTLINE SMART GROWTH AGENDA 

HARTFORD, CT—Catherine Smith, Commissioner of the Department of Economic and 
Community Development, will outline her proposals for sustainable economic development in 
Connecticut on Thursday, January 19, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in the Great Hall of downtown 
Hartford's Union Station.  Special guest, Tom Condon of the Hartford Courant, who is known for 
his outspoken commitment to smart growth and improved quality-of-place, will moderate the 
event. 

The event, sponsored by 1000 Friends of Connecticut, is the third in a series concerning the 
Malloy Administration's smart growth agenda.  Previous events included talks by DEEP 
Commissioner Dan Esty and ConnDOT Commissioner James Redeker, each of whom were 
asked to speak to how their offices can work together to promote a future in Connecticut marked 
by economic prosperity and environmental conservation. 

“We are encouraged by the caliber of these Commissioners, their grasp of smart growth issues, 
and especially by their willingness to work with one another,” said Nichole Strack, Executive 
Director of 1000 Friends of Connecticut.  “We look forward to working with Commissioner 
Smith to make real progress on an agenda that includes revitalized downtowns, compact and 
walkable town centers, remediated brownfields, and the multi-modal transit options and smart-
energy practices that create healthy, thriving regions.” 

1000 Friends of Connecticut is a statewide organization whose mission is to promote and shape 
growth to ensure a prosperous economy, a healthy natural environment, and distinctive, 
integrated and attractive communities while promoting opportunities in education, housing, 
transportation, and employment for ourselves and future generations. 

The event is free and open to the public. For more information, visit the group’s web site at 
www.1000Friends-CT.org. 
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