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1000 Friends of Connecticut Wants You!

The disappointing 2008 legislative
session has shown us we need to
step it up. To do that, we need you
to step in.

1000 Friends of Connecticut’'s
multi-pronged education and
outreach initiative is designed to
build the critical mass necessary
to advance policies at the local,
regional and state level to
encourage smarter, more
sustainable, more responsible
growth.

Already, the board and staff of
1000 Friends are educating
candidates with weekly Email news
summaries, regional forums and
briefing documents.

At the end of the month, teams of
canvassers will hit the streets
knocking on doors, building
support for a sustainable future in
Connecticut.

We're planning our second annual
smart growth conference for
November and hope to bring 500
people for a day of policy
education, organizing strategy and
networking.

We're engaging leaders and
decision makers through one-to-
one meetings, community events,
and house parties.

But we can’t win without a strong,

active grassroots base. We need
you and all of our friends to take
on leadership within your own
networks.

Here are some easy ways you can

strengthen the movement to Grow

Connecticut Smart:
Have a party. Just last week 70
people attended a get-together
at the new home of Anika
Singh and Roland LeMar in
New Haven. They shared food,
friendship and good
conversation. For 10 minutes,
they also heard about who
1000 Friends of Connecticut is,
and how we’'re working to
create robust cities; compact,
walkable neighborhoods and
downtowns; revitalize
brownfields; provide better
transit options; protect
farmland for locally-grown
foods; and preserve green
spaces for recreation, clean air
and clean water. Are you
planning a barbeque on the
deck, brunch on the balcony,
or sweet tea on the porch?
Wouldn’t you like to invite your
friends to learn more about
1000 Friends?
Not the party type? Write a
letter to the editor.
Live online? Post to a blog or
invite hegreen@1000friends-
ct.org to be a friend on your
favorite social networking
Website.

Like to talk to strangers? Help
us sign people up at the
grocery store, transfer station,
county fair, farmer’'s market,
and outside the polling place
on Election Day.

Group activities your thing?
Ask a few friends to join you
going door-to-door on your
bikes or on foot to sign your
neighbors on to the Campaign
to Grow Connecticut Smart.

If you give us a couple of hours,
we’ll give you the materials and
support you

need to make
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can reshape
the future of
Connecticut!

Make a tax-deductible donation to 1000 Friends at www.1000friends-ct.org/support. Thank you
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Smart Growth in the 2008 Legislative Session

The 2008 legislative
session came to its end May
7th at midnight. Many
citizens are deeply
disappointed in the results of
these past four months of
meetings, letters, testimony
and hope. Smart growth
initiatives both gained ground
and lost steam. The following
is a short overview of the
Campaign to Grow
Connecticut Smart's
legislative progress.

The responsible growth
bill was too compromised by
the end of the session to
survive. The state long range
planning bill went down with
other bills requiring funding.

Property Tax

A bill passed that
allows municipalities, boards
of education, nonprofit
organizations and small
businesses to buy health
insurance from the state
healthcare pool. Not all towns
will benefit, but some cities
and towns will significantly
reduce their healthcare costs.
Governor Rell has not
committed to signing the bill.
Even when she does, because
the real estate conveyance fee
was eliminated and the state
budget did not fully fund
PILOT or increase education
spending over last year’s
budget, we will be even more
reliant on the property tax in
FYQ09 than we are in FY08.

Regionalism

A bill passed that
eliminates the statutory
difference among planning
organizations, councils of
government, and councils of
elected officials. It also
requires the Office of Policy
and Management to regularly
review regional boundaries
and makes the regional
incentive grant program
permanent — but unfunded.
An amendment to the bill
reinstated the
priority that funded programs
must show a resulting
decrease in property taxes.
Grant Applicants will not be
required to include 50 percent
of all towns to be eligible. All
references to projects of
regional significance were
removed from the bill. The bill
requires OPM to rank the
state’s development and
preservation priorities and
monitor progress toward
meeting those priorities.

Strategic Investment

An Act Concerning the
Face of Connecticut passed.
When signed into law, it will
create a committee to oversee
what is now an empty
account. Still, this is
potentially very significant
legislation. It brings
brownfield remediation,
historic preservation,
farmland and open space
preservation interests
together in one steering

committee.

Too often there has
been tension between
advocates for the above
needs. A go-it-alone attitude
has prevailed encouraging
competition for scarce state
grants and loans and a failure
to recognize the total pool is
just too small. We believe that
by working together on the
Face of Connecticut Steering
Committee, advocates will
encourage the strategic state
investments we need to
redevelop and to preserve.

Transit

We congratulate the Transit
for Connecticut champions for
their successful advocacy to
expand bus transit!

Climate Change

We congratulate the
champions for their work to
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Unfortunately, a
provision of the global
warming bill that would have
required OPM to work with
municipalities to make their
regulations support compact,
walkable, transit-accessible
communities needed to
reduce vehicle miles traveled
was stricken from the final
text of the bill. A tax credit for
green buildings near transit
failed as well.
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Test Yourself
Do you live the tenets of the New Urbanism?

Test yourself at www.quia.com/quiz/1354726.html. award 1000 Friends its

Qb The CT
Q Architecture

Foundation-will

If you don’t score well, let your mayor or
first selectman, and the candidates running
to represent your district in the legislature
hear that you want policy reform that grows
Connecticut Smart. Join the Campaign by

signing up below or at www.1000friends-ct.org.

Smart growth policies allow us to invest in the
growth of
the Connecticut we want.

vibrant, diverse business sector ® mixed land
uses * vital city and town centers ® brownfield
redevelopment © transit-oriented development
e compact, walkable communities * green

buildings

Smart growth policies protect
and preserve the Connecticut we
value.

historic and cultural resources ® traditional
town and village centers ® umniqueness of
place * agricultural economy ® scenic beauty

* open space, greenways and biodiversity

Smart growth policies include
predictable, fair & cost-effective
rules.

balanced, transparent and progressive taxa-
tion e effective deployment of resources ® in-
tergovernmental cooperation ® simplified per-
mitting ® revised codes ® accountable imple-
mentation © improved land use planning &
regulation

affordable housing ® quality jobs ® transporta-
tion alternatives ® meaningful citizen partici-
pation ® transparency and accountability

* integrated communities * energy alterna-
tives ® environmental justice ® educational
equity

2008 Distinguished
Q Leadership Award, June
\% 18th-at a luncheon-atthe
Lawn Club-in:New Haven.

For-more information,call:
203/865-2195.

I support 1000 FRIENDS’ efforts to align Connecti-
cut’s policies and practices behind smart growth
principles. I, hereby, join the Campaign to Grow
Connecticut Smart.

Name:

Organization (if applicable):

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Send to:

1000 FRIENDS of Connecticut

PO Box 1988

Hartford, CT 06144-1988 or info@1000friends-ct.org
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Insuring 'Green

Hilb Rogal and"Hobbs and the Fireman’s
Fund are sponsoring a seminar that will
focus on the economic benefits of build-
ing green and liability and insurance
concerns. Top green industry leaders
will discuss: how to adequately insure a
green building, the insurance industry’s
response to green building initiatives,
what a green building is, how building
green impacts the bottom line, tips to
market, sell and lease your green build-
ing, and available technologies to reduce
your building’s carbon footprint.

Guest Speakers: Jon Braman, lead
research analyst for “Good Energies
Study: Greening America’s Building and
Communities, Costs and Benefits”;
Stephen Bushnell, CPCU, Fireman’s
Fund Insurance, developer of the 1st
green insurance policy; John Roundtree,
AlA, Westport Solar Consultants, Photo-
voltaic Expert; Sara Bronin, Consultant
to Becker Development, developer of the
Shartenberg Redevelopment Project.

June 11th, 8:30 to 11:30 AM, Crowne
Plaza, 100 Berlin Road, Cromwell.
Register with tara.torino@hrh.com or
call 860/756-7412.
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Summer Planning Workshop

Charrettes are planning exercises that engage the

community in an interactive visioning and
design process. Many Connecticut cities and
towns are employing charettes to help shape
their futures. The National Charrette Institute will
sponsor an Executive Education Summer
Program and NCI Charrrette Planner certificate
trainings at the Harvard University Graduate
School of Design August 4 — 6. There isa 10
percent discount for current members of the
Congress for the New Urbanism. For more

information: www.gsd.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/

exec_ed/details.cgi’offering_id=101397.
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Take part in an international, slow-
paced bike Ride of Silence to honor
cyclists who have been killed or
injured riding on public roadways.
The Central Connecticut Bicycle
Association will host the ride May
215t, 7 PM, beginning at the Rose
Garden in Elizabeth Park.

The Connecticut Transpor-
tation Institute will sponsor The
Basics of a Good Road, June 24
in Hartford, June 25 in Bethel,
and June 26th, 8:30 to 3:30 PM,
in Storrs.

The workshop is geared for

David Ringquist will lead the ten those who construct and main-

mile ride. For more information:

www . rideofsilence.org/main.php or tain local r(I)Iads. is limited. th
the CCBA blog at Enrollment is limited, the

http:// fee is $65 for state and municipal
participants and $130 for private
sector participants. Call
860/486-5718 to register.

cbabikeeverywhereblog.blogspot.com.

Ask your employer or organization to You can find more about all
join the CCBA in support of public the institute’s workshops and
bike and pedestrian investments at programs on the Web at

Www . crcog.org/transportation/ www.twcenter.uconn.edu/

bicycle/bp index.html. workshopschedule.php.

Raide oFfF Silence

Suggested donation is $10. Coffee and refresh-
ments will be available. Parking is free at Chestnut Street
Parking Garage. Please call Trinity at 860/229-2072 for

Trinity on Main in New Britain will host “Does it additional information.

Take a County to Raise a City? Or Does it Take Regional-

ism to Raise or Save a State?” Tuesday, June 3rd at 7 PM. Climate Change, %
Regionalism may be described as cooperative ventures Green Development and Land Use, o
among municipalities and public service agencies for is a breakfast program hosted by 5
effective service delivery. With most economic pressures Wiggin and Dana’s Climate Change 3
increasing dramatically and resources - financial and and Sustainable Development o
natural — under increased pressure, how will the public Practice Group. %
sector change to meet these challenges? @

The forum will be moderated by Hartford
Courant editor, Tom Condon and will feature a panel
with Brendan Sharkey, state representative from
Hamden and coordinator of the Smart Growth Working
Group; Ken Shooshan-Stoller, Deputy Director of the
Central Connecticut Regional Planning Agency; and
Heidi Green, President of 1000 Friends of Connecticut.

Panel members will discuss the role that greater S
cooperation can play in the economy, education and www.wiggin.com
healthcare. A question and answer session will follow.

Learn about the current status of

climate regulations and other

emerging laws and regulations,

green building and municipal land

use issues affected by climate

change. June 10th, 8 to 10:30 AM.
For more information:

jJuawdol|anaq uaai9 abueyd arew|d
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FRIENDS
of Connecticut
PO Box 1988
484 Farmington Avenue
Hartford, CT 06144-1988 We can rebalance our state/local tax structure to encourage development and
Phone: 860 523 0003 .
E-mail. sustainable land use!

info@ 1000friends-ct..or o . . .
’ We can link jobs, housing and transit and stop destructive sprawl!

We can reward cities and towns for working together and end the counter-
productive competition for grand list growth!
We can, with your help! Sign on to the Campaign to Grow Connecticut Smart.

http://www.1000friends-ct.org/events/2007 conference/JoinCampaign.pdf

Save July 17th for
1000 Friends Annual Meeting

Dinners at the Farm

Join River Tavern and Feast Market for Dinners at the Farm — a series of benefit dinners celebrating local
food, farms and community. Each dinner is a unique experience held in fields where the food was grown.
Chefs and owners Jonathan Rapp and Drew Mclachlan created Dinners at the Farm to generate aware-
ness of the importance and vitality of local farming. The menus highlight rich local traditions of farming
and fishing. A portion of the proceeds of each dinner will benefit a nonprofit partner.

June 6 to 8, Chamard Vineyards, Clinton, to benefit Connecticut Farmland Trust; July 11 to 13 Shoreline

Soup Kitchen Garden, Old Saybrook, to benefit Shoreline Soup Kitchen and Pantry; August 15to 17

White Gate Farm, East Lyme to benefit Working Lands Alliance; and September 12 to 14 Hindinger

Farm, Hamden to benefit CitySeed Farmer's Market. All dinners begin at 6 PM.

Contact: River Tavern at 860/526-8078 or www.DinnersAtTheFarm.com.



