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Transit Man to Run Department of Transportation

Connecticut is the third
densest state in the country and 80
percent of its travel is by
automobile, said Joseph Marie, the
newly appointed Department of
Transportation Commissioner. He
said as commissioner, he will work
to provide more attractive
alternatives to the automobile. He
will help commuters better predict
transit travel times and provide
more parking near transit.

Marie will be the first
transit expert to head the
beleaguered agency. Marie was
appointed by the Governor in
April. His confirmation by the
General Assembly is pending.
Marie has extensive public and
private sector experience. He
worked on the Central Phoenix/
East Valley Rail System, METRO
TRANSIT in Minneapolis and for
Bombardier and Siemens.

In testimony before the
Executive and Legislative
Nominations Committee on April
28th, Marie emphasized the need
for a seamless multi-modal
transportation system that
integrates roads, buses, ports, and
trains for passengers; and roads,
rail, ports and air for freight.

Marie was asked how he
will manage the multi-level

structure (with the Transportation
Strategy Board, the Connecticut
Public Transportation Commission,
the regional planning
organizations, and the strong
budget office at the Office of Policy
and Management) used in setting
priorities for DOT.

The appointee said his
strongest suits are building,
operating and maintaining
infrastructure and he anticipates
solid partnerships with the
Transportation Strategy Board,
regional planning organizations
and other state agencies to set
priorities.

In his testimony before the
committee, he talked about the
need for teamwork, benchmarking,
transparency and accountability.
He vowed to listen to staff, build a
strong team within the agency and
empower ConnDOT workers.

Testifying in support of
Marie’s appointment to the helm of
the DOT was Department of
Economic and Community
Development Commissioner Joan
McDonald. Commissioner
McDonald testified that her agency
will work closely with DOT in the
Responsible Growth Steering
Council and on transit oriented
development projects for a smarter

integration of transportation,
housing and jobs.
Transit oriented

development projects are on the
drawing board in Meriden, New
Britain, West Haven, Orange,
Norwalk, Stamford, and Redding,
just to name a few. It is critical the
agency attract and retain the talent
to carry out these projects, partner
successfully with other state
agencies, regional organizations,
cities and towns.
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Economic Development Strategy Moves Ahead

The Department of Economic and Community
Development is working on its Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy. This vision, strategy and benchmarks are
due to be completed July 1, 2009.

DECD hosted a series of regional meetings to collect
comments for the plan. In response, a consultant has been
engaged to conduct a study that marks the first time economic
development and transportation will be studied in a coordinated
fashion. The consultant will analyze our infrastructure, identify
weaknesses and concerns, and develop recommendations to
support future economic growth. It will also evaluate ways to
best redevelop and remediate brownfields thus catalyzing urban
prosperity.

Creating and implementing an economic strategic plan
was one of a comprehensive set of recommendations 1000
Friends of Connecticut made in 2007’s Developing Connecticut’s
Economic Future.

Volunteer

It's spring and a great
time for a stroll.

Join us in your
neighborhood a few
hours a month.

We’ll knock on doors
building the
grassroots network for
smart growth!

Want to know more?

Ask Steve:
swheck@1000friends-ct.org

Green Affordable Housing

Green Affordable Housing, and its  Builders; Pat Spring, Connecticut Housing
financing, regulations and incentives will be Coalition; George Rafael, Connecticut
discussed on May 20th at the Lyceum, Law- Association of Home Builders; Devon
rence Street, Hartford, from 8:30 to noon. Betram, YRG Sustainability Consultants;

Panelists will include 1000 Friends of Mark Hirsch, CHFA; and Charles Rothen-
Connecticut Board of Trustees member and berger, CT Fund for the Environment.

Regional Director of Jonathan Rose Compa- To reserve your space, contact:
nies, Dara Kovel; Doug Foy, Domonique Walker at
Serrafix; Eric Anderson, Urban Green domonique@ctpartnershiphousing.com.
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Smart Growth and Global Warming

A new report by Environment
Connecticut Clean Water Action of
global warming trends in Connecticut
and New England from 1990 to 2005
found that global warming emissions
throughout New England increased by
10.9 percent. The study is the first of its
kind to produce a thorough estimate of
green house gas emissions.

In Connecticut, emissions from
industrial and commercial sources
declined 8.5 percent, but transportation
emissions increased 20 percent between
1990 and 2005. Roads, parking lots and
other impervious surfaces increased 22
percent in Connecticut between 1985 and
2002. There is a direct correlation
between how and where we’re
developing and the amount of global
warming gases we produce. Read the
report at

5 Things you can

do Today to Grow
reports/global-warming/
globalwarmingprogram-reports/falling-
behind-new-england-must-act-now-to-
reduce-global-warming-pollution.

Connecticut Smart!

1. Host a party.

2. Send a candidate a post
card.

3. Write a letter to the
newspaper, the Governor
or your representatives.

Please also read about how compact,
walkable communities reduce green
house gas emissions in Growing Cooler
at www.smartgrowthamerica.org/

gcindex.html.

4. Post on a blog.

5. Become a Friend at

Adam Markham, Clean Air Cool Planet, !
www.1000friends-ct.org.

Department of Environmental Protection
Commissioner Gina McCarthy, and
Mark Stoler from General Electric will
discuss global warming in our state,

nation and world at Global Warming &
Connecticut. This expert talk will take
place June 1st at the Norwalk Aquarium.
For times, ticket costs, and to make a
reservation, please call 203/852-0700 ext.

WWW.environmentconnecticut.orqg/

2206.

Politics

Publically financed elections &PM=1

are in place for the 2008
legislative races.

s the candidate who
wants your $5-to-$100
gift going to be a smart

House candidates need to raise growth champion?

150 small donations from their
districts to qualify for public
financing. Senate candidates
need to raise 300 small
donations from their districts to
qualify. A list of participating
candidates is available at the
site of the State Elections
Enforcement Commission:

forms are online at
www.1000friends-ct.org.

view.aspa=2861&Q=401806

% The Connecti-
%% cut Architecture

Smart Growth and a New Kind of http://www.ct.gov/seec/cwp/

Ask for their pledge. Pledge

Let’s make 2008 the Year of
the Smart Growth Champion!!

W
N

Foundation will
award 1000 Friends its
2008 Distinguished Leader-
ship Award, June 18th, at a
luncheon at the Lawn Club
in New Haven.

For more information,
contact the Foundation at
203/865-2195.
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Eastern CT Brownfield Conference

Planning for Brownfield Reuse and Redevelopment Opportunities for
Eastern Connecticut Communities is a free seminar on laws and regula-
tions, technical assistance, funding and successful strategies. The semi-

Smart Growth ™ is sponsored by CME Associates, Inc., and will take place May 28th
WO/’/(//?Q GfOU,O from 12:30 to 4 at Quinebaug Valley Community College in Danielson.
Upaate

A working group of
legisiators, state agency
staff, and stakeholders
will be meeting
regularly over the
coming months to
outline and build
consensus for an
overarching set of policy
recommenaations to be
consiaered in a smart
growth package in the
2009 legislative session.

The working group has
four subgroups:
economic aevelopment,
land use, regional
efficiency and smart
growth tax policy. Each
subgroup will have
three chairs: a
Democrat, a Republican
and a private sector
Stakeholder.

70 keep tabs on its
progress, please see the
reports, minutes and
discussion posted at
http./forums.cga.ct.gov/
smartgrowth/?

SCRCOG Draft Plan for Review

The South Central Region Council of
Governments asks you to weigh in on the first draft of
the region’s Plan of Conservation and Development.

South Central, like all the state’s regional
planning organizations, is required to regularly
update its plan. This draft includes a new chapter on
land use. The public hearing is scheduled for May 8t
at 6:30 at 127 Washington Avenue, North Haven. The
hearing will follow a regional roundtable on
responsible growth with the staff of the Office of
Responsible Growth . You can read the plan at http://

www.scrcog.org/toc files/

SCRCOG POCD3March2008.pdf.

Space is limited. Please RSVP to

www.connect-ability.com/
transportationforum.

Transportation: Making A regional forum Increasing

Connections, a forum to highlight - Rijdership: Thinking Outside the
the need for affordable, efficient Bus 11 will be May 21t from 9 to 3

and accessible transportation for . i
: transp . at the Lowell Regional Transit
people with disabilities will take ; )
Authority’s Bus Maintenance

place May 15t from 8:30 to noon
at the CT Expo Center. Facility, 100 Hale Street, Lowell,
MA.
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Zoning and Alternative
Waste Water Systems

Comment on Public Transportation

Learn advanced approaches to
addressing community growth with the
Green Valley Institute and Eastern
Connecticut Resource Conservation and
Development Area. This two-workshop
series will feature discussions of zoning
and wastewater treatment systems and
will hosted at EASTCONN on Route 6
in Hampton from 6 to 8:30. Registration
is $15 at susan.westa@uconn.edu.
May 8th -- Smart Zoning Techniques,
the Tale of Two Grotons
May 21st — Wastewater Treatment
Alternatives & Smart Growth.

The Connecticut Public Transportation Commission wants to hear from
you. The Commission has 18 members. Testimony will inform the Com-
mission’s annual report to the Governor and the Department of Transpor-
tation. Citizens are invited to share their ideas, concerns, and experience at
the following public events.

Waterbury — May 13th, 7:30 PM, Sovereign Bank Amphitheater, 26
Kendrick Avenue

Fairfield — May 21, 7:30 PM Independence Hall, 725 Old Post
Road

Old Saybrook - June 3, 7:30 PM, Town Hall Conference Room,
302 Main Street

Hartford — June 17, 7:30 PM, Union Station Multipurpose Room,

One Union Place

Smart growth policies allow us to invest in the

growth of

the Connecticut we want.
vibrant, diverse business sector = mixed land
uses = vital city and town centers = brownfield
redevelopment e transit-oriented development
= compact, walkable communities = green
buildings

Smart growth policies protect
and preserve the Connecticut we

value.
historic and cultural resources = traditional
town and village centers e uniqueness of
place = agricultural economy e scenic beauty
 0open space, greenways and biodiversity

Smart growth policies include
predictable, fair & cost-effective

rules.
balanced, transparent and progressive taxa-
tion e effective deployment of resources e inter-
governmental cooperation = simplified permit-
ting = revised codes = accountable implementa-
tion = improved land use planning & regula-
tion

affordable housing e quality jobs e transporta-
tion alternatives = meaningful citizen partici-
pation e transparency and accountability

e integrated communities = energy alterna-
tives = environmental justice e educational
equity

Join the Campaign

| support 1000 FRIENDS’ efforts to align Connecticut’s policies and
practices behind smart growth principles. |, hereby, join the
Campaign to Grow Connecticut Smart.

Name:

Organization (if applicable):

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Send to:
1000 FrIENDS of Connecticut
PO Box 1988

Hartford, CT 06144-1988 or info@1000friends-ct.org
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FRIENDS

of Connecticut

We can rebalance our state/local tax structure to encourage development and

PO Box 1988
484 Farmington Avenue

Hartford, CT 06144-1988 sustainable land use!

Phone: 860 523 0003 N : . :

E-mail We can link jobs, housing and transit and stop destructive sprawl!

info@1000friends-ct..org . i
We can reward cities and towns for working together and end the counter-

productive competition for grand list growth!

We can, with your help! Sign on to the Campaign to Grow Connecticut Smart.

http.//www.1000friends-ct.org/events/2007conference/JoinCampaign.pdf

We’re on the Web!
Www.1000friends-ct.org
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